
SELECTIONS FROM THE CUSTOMS OF LORRIS [en Gatinais], 115542

[source: BZK] 

1. Everyone who has a house in the parish of Lorris shall pay as cens43 sixpence only 
for his house, and for each acre of land that he possesses in the parish. 

2. No inhabitant of the parish of Lorris shall be required to pay a toll or other tax on 
his provisions; and let him not be made to pay measurage fee on the grain which he 
has raised by his own labor. 

3. No burgher shall go on an expedition, on foot or on horseback, from which he 
cannot return the same day to his home if he so desires. 

4. No burgher shall pay toll on the road to Etampes, to Orléans, to Milly (which is in 
the Gatinais), or to Melun. 

5. No one who has property in the parish of Lorris shall forfeit it for any offense 
whatsoever, unless the offense shall have been committed against us or any of our 
Hotes.44

6. No person while on his way to the fairs and markets of Lorris, or returning, shall be 
arrested or disturbed, unless he shall have committed an offense on the same day.… 

9. No one, neither we nor any other, shall exact from the burghers of Lorris, any 
tallage, tax, or subsidy. 

12. If a man shall have a quarrel with another, but without breaking into a fortified 
house, and if the parties shall have reached an agreement without bringing suit before 
the provost, no fine shall be due to us or our provost on account of the affair.… 

15. No inhabitant of Lorris is to render us the obligation of corvée,45 except twice a 
year, when our wine is to be carried to Orléans, and not elsewhere.… 

35. We ordain that every time there shall he a change of provosts in the town the new 
provost shall take an oath faithfully to observe these regulations; and the same thing 
shall be done by new sergeants every time that they are installed.46

 
42 From M. Prou, Les coutumes de Lorris (Paris, 1884), translated in F. A. Ogg, A Source Book in Medieval 
History (New York, 1907/35), pp. 328-30. These customs were widely copied in the French royal domain. 
43 Rent. 
44 Literally, Guests, referring to the settlers of Lorris. 
45 Obigatory service and labor. 
46 The provost was the royal magistrate or officer similar to the English reeve mentioned above. The 
sergeants were police and lesser officers. 

 
 
 


